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The Safer Medway Partnership is committed to reducing crime, violence and anti-social behaviour, improving public safety and promoting a safe environment.

It has been developed as the result of a strong co-operation between local businesses, the police, the local authority, various town centre management teams and other agencies. It is run on a non-profit basis by a board of management made up from the membership.

This guidance is to help you understand how the partnership operates, its aims and what you can do to help by becoming an active member.

The partnership objectives are to:

· Reduce business crime and fear of crime by working together
· Create a safe and welcoming environment for our customers, staff and the public

· Encourage business growth and inward investment

· Work with local agencies to ensure that business crime and anti-social behaviour are recognised as an important part of local community safety strategy 

The partnership will: 

· share information about crime and criminals 

· target local persistent offenders who are responsible for the majority of offences 

· reduce opportunities to commit crime

· reduce business losses caused by crime and anti-social behaviour

· assist in the arrest and prosecution of offenders

· expand the partnership and strengthen working with the business community, 

            the police, the local authority and other key agencies 

The partnership is non-political and non-profit making.

We are all affected by crime. This has created the need for a positive and co-ordinated response so that we can more effectively manage the threats posed by crime and anti-social behaviour.  The quality of life is an important factor for business success – crime and the fear of crime harms business and causes distress to customers and staff.

The increased mobility and anonymity of criminals plus their ability to travel widely, means that there is a need to develop crime reduction strategies. We can then identify local and travelling criminals to manage their offending behaviour and reduce criminal opportunity.

A strong and effective local business crime reduction partnership will ensure that our efforts are recognised as making a valuable contribution to the local crime and disorder strategy.  

Communication is at the heart of a good crime reduction policy. Radio links, smart phone WhatsApp systems for the day and night economies, a daily updated website plus CCTV are powerful ways of sharing information on current problems and criminals so that we can reduce their opportunity to commit crime.

The partnership radio and WhatsApp systems link businesses together.  Among the benefits are:

· Increased staff confidence 

· Reduced fear of crime
· Ability to receive and give information instantly
· Assisting with lost people, evacuations or other emergency situations
· Incident management
· Managing ‘real time’ crime

Crime reduction begins with the collation and sharing of information. Once collected, information is assessed and distributed to members of the partnership.  This means that members have information on current crime and criminals, including photographs of the most persistent thieves and troublemakers. Thieves will no longer enjoy the anonymity and freedom to target businesses. 

Exclusion notices are issued by the partnership against a person who has committed crime against business or whose behaviour locally is unacceptable.  The notice will exclude the person concerned from the premises of all the members for a specific period.  

A member is defined as a business which has been made aware of and understands the partnership agreement protocols, has signed an agreement which recognises their responsibilities and has paid the agreed membership subscription.
Full membership costs £1 a day!  

To join the partnership and radio link scheme please contact John Brice:
john@safermedway.com
07768-717545
[image: image2.png]


                                        Safer Medway Ltd T/A Safer Medway Partnership                               [image: image3.png]SRR,

W Pt




                                      

C/o The CSU, Medway Police Station, Purser Way, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 1NE. Telephone no: 07912-180516
Safer Medway Ltd. VAT number 896575452 Company number 05945429                                                                                                    


[image: image1.png][image: image2.png][image: image3.png]